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	TROOP 16

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA





What You Need To Get Started
The Scout Handbook
Get one as soon as possible.  Parents should read it too – all of it.  Think of the Scout Handbook as the textbook and report card of the program.  While this next point should be obvious, each Scout must bring his Scout Handbook to each meeting.  Requirements are checked off and initialized in the book by the leaders.  Most of the questions regarding “what else do I need to do” can be answered simply by referring to the Handbook.

The Scout Uniform

An aspect of demonstrating Scout Spirit and actively participating in the troop is the proper wearing of the Scout uniform.  The “Class A” uniform should be worn to all meetings.  Our definition of a proper Class A uniform is the following: Scout shirt, khaki shorts or long pants (no basketball pants), and shoes (not Tevas, sandals, etc.)  No hats and caps.  We feel this is pretty simple by Scout standards and should not be an imposition.

Wearing the uniform helps develop the frame of mind we need for the meeting.  If your Scout is coming to the meeting directly from a sports practice (which happens), make sure they have packed a Scout shift in their gym bag.  (We can excuse cleats, pads, etc., if the Scout rushed to arrive from a sports practice.)  Further, all shirts must be tucked in.  Senior leadership will check uniform appearance at each meeting and repeated uniform violations will lead to a discussion with the Scout and his parents.

Gear and Equipment

Advice – start slowly.  There’s no need for a buying spree.  While there are a few items that should be considered now, the boys collect and purchase gear over many years.  This fall, the troop will have six new two-person tents and eight new backpacks to be used by scouts on a sign-out basis, with the newest scouts getting priority.  In addition, and between the gear owned by the troop and the scouts who have been around for awhile, there are plenty of opportunities to borrow needed items.  Nonetheless, a good starting point would be a sleeping bag, a sturdy pair of hiking shoes, two pairs of sock liners and wool hiking socks.  It’s best to mark all personal gear with a permanent marker to avoid confusion.
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